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014 Fort Randall Churech

Gregory County, South Dakota

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The only visivle remains of historie Cld Fort Randall, lo-
cated in NW-1/L, Sec. 17, TYSN, RESW, Gregory County, South Dakota,
is the ruins of an old church whieh is the subject of *his report.
These ruins are om the right bank of the Missouri River, imme-
diately downstream from a large earthfill dam now under construc-
tion by the Corps of Engineers as a part of a comprehsnsive rlan
for development of the Missouri River Basin. A perspactive view
of the dam, appropriately named "Fort Randall", showing the loca-
tion of the church ruins, is furnished on page 11, The historical
value of the church ruins has been recognized and they will be
preserved for the enjoymen: of the many thousands of touriste who
are expected to visit the project annually.

The site of the Fort was selected in 1856 by General William S.
Harney, Commander cf the Sioux Expedition, af'ter spending a winter
at Old Fort Pigrrea He suggested that ths new posf be named sfter
Colonel Daniel Randall, "late Deputy Paymaster-General". Omn 26
June 1856, the post was laid out and construction begans The exact
location of the original Fort is not definitely known for aocording
to the Surgeon General's Report for 1875 (Circular No. 8}, it wss
for the most part torn down, and a new post was bullt during 1870-72,
under the direotion of Liéutenant Colonel E. §. Otis, Twenty-zecord
Infantrys.

Fort Randall was, in its day, an important military poste 1In
additién to providing military protection to settlements up and
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 down the river, it was a focal point for receipt and distribution

of supplies, The Fort played a key role in hostilities following
the Minnesota Sicux uprising in the early 1860's, in the Black Hills
gold rush of the 1870's and in the Dakota land boom of the 18807s.
Many Indian fighters, merchants, and adventurers whose names are
legendary lived at the Fort at one time or another or made it their
headquarters.

Fort Randall was at one time one of the finest of the govern-~
ment military stations. It had offic;rs' rasidences and barracks
ample to house a garrison of 800 men. The parade grounds were said
to be the finest of any. It was bordered by rows of trees, planted
in early days, which in later years attained a large size. {From
news clipping of 1896).

Little is known of the social activity of the garrison for
the first twenty years after the bullding of Fort Randall, In
lB?S_soidiers of the Fort conceived the idea of building a ohurch.
Funds were soliéited from the surrounding country and ocmpstent

carpenters were selected from among the troops. Native materi=l was

_geﬁerally used in the oconstruction. Rock was gathered from the

neighboring fields for the basement, foundation, and as fill for the
massive wallss Chalk-rock was quarried from the nearby bluffs and
used as é veneer for the entire building, Cottomwood for raftars
and sheathing_wgs out locally and presumably sawed in a sswmill

located on the reservation, Much white pine was used for shingles

-:and trim; and red pine was used for the trusSeé and heavier membars .

' " (See .pages 9 and 10 on identity of wood samples.) Lodge No. 2 of

the T.0.0,F. was also organized at the Fort about this time.
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Their members reoceived unofficial assistance from the Quartermaster
Department in the quarrying and transportation of the chalkstoﬁe
blocks used in the construction.

The sccompanying print, page 12, from the arenives of the
Office, Chief ¢f Engineers, is the nearest thing to an authentio
original plan of the church available. This plan was not olosely
adhered to, apparently because the construction of the churrch be-
came o community venture rather than an offioial project, and it
wos decided to make the building more of a social center and
incorporate a room for lodge meetings. It is interesting to notle
that the dimensions of the libra}y‘and the church proper of the
original plan conform very closely to the measvrements ftaken of
the building in July 1947.

Numerous contemporary ~sseriptions reveal ths interior of the
church as a thing of beauty. The pews and other fixtures. were of
highly polished black walmut. According to an interview in i9h7.
with Mr. Charles F. Pratt of Fairfax, Scuth Dakota, a resident of
Gregory Couﬁty sinee 1885, an organ was also secured and was
located in the balooﬁy. Very littls informatiﬁn is availéble on
the heating system that was used, though it generally is agreed. 
wood was used as fuel, .

Fort Randall was officially abandoned in 1892 {A.G.0. Fi‘les),
though it was but a skeleton post after 22 July 188L, when fhe ad~
joining military reservation was relinguished. The Government.': |
buildings were later sold at public auetion, but not the-ﬁhu¥cha  _jU
Private sales disposed of the fine church furﬁi.shings. Some ot

the black walnut was made inte houss furniturs; several pewé wéﬁf
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in the making of a pulpit for the Copgregational Church at Fairfax,
South Dakota. (See photograph on page 56.) One pew survives as an
exhibit in the museum of the South Dakota State Historical Socliety
at Pierre. The marble plate which was over the door of the Lodge
Room is also in the museum. The church bell is believed to be at
either Wagner or Springfield, South Dakota.

About 1896 a small cyclone struck the building and tore off
approximately half of the roof over the chapel proper. Later a
second oyclone struck and the south portion of the lpdge roof dis~-
appeareds Since then the church has suffered greatly at the
merciless hands of vandals and nature, and the photographs well
attest to its present precarious condition.

Much of the research data for this report has been supplied
by Mre Merrill J. Mattes, Historian for Region Two, National Park
Service, Department of the Interior. "Demmy Moran!'s Reminiscenses"
from the South Dakota Historical Collections, Vol. XXIII (1947)
was also extensively used.

This narrative report with photographs has been assembled by
the Omaha District Office, Corps of Enginsers, in cooperation with

the Missouri River Basin Recreation Survey of the National Pork

Rl £ e

Service.

Henry XA. Anderson
Engiwker (Architect)

Approved:

. s of Engineers
District Enginser



014 Fort Randall Church

Cregory County, South Dakota

DESCRIPTIVE TATA

Custo@ig&

Omaha District ,
Corps of Engineers
Us S Army

Date of Erection

Brected in 1875
Builder

Voluntesr labor by soldizrs of the First United States Infaniry,

who named it Christ's Church.,

Present Condition

The stone foundation is in fair condition, though badly weath~
ered, and mortar has fallen from some of the jolnts. The walls are
all standing oxcept the no: i and south walls of the center portion,
identified as the Lodge Room on the plans. Tas finish sfone on the

exterior walls is approximately FPifty percent missings

Interior plaster is badly cracked and fallen out in many places.
Roof is missing except o little remnining over the Lodge Room. XNo
windows or deors remain, though some badly weathered frames, sill
and sash remain. Floor in entire building is missing. The basement

is caved in but an outline of the basement walls is visibles

Number of Stories

One story with small partial basement and beoll tower,

Matarial of Construction

The foundation and basemsnt walls are boulders, laid up with
lime mortars The east, west and interior walls are 3'-0" thick. The

south and north walls are 2'-0" thick. All exterior facaes are of 4"
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thick pink chalk rock wveneer, set in 1iﬁ1e mortar, over filled back-

] ’ | up walls The chalk rock was quarried at the site, Entire interior
finish is lime plaster, over stone or wood lath. Where applied to
wood the wood is roughened to hold the plaster. No evidence remuins
that paint was used in the building. However, an outline of painted
murals on east and west walls of the Lodge Room can be seoen.

Common red clay brick approximately 3-7/8" x 7-3/4" x 2-1/L"

n size, were used in both chimneys.

Rafters and sheathing are cottonwood. The L" x 10" trusses
are red pine, Sheathing was spaced about 4" apart and covered with
'hea.vg.r building paper and white pine shinglas, All window and door
trim, oasings, eto., and spiral stairway membars are white pine.

A 3t-0" diameter circular window was above the entrance door
at the east ond of the chapel. This opening is spanned with 6" x

. 8" white pine lintel, The cast wall is 37-0" thick and the cirou-
lar jemb was of plaster on white pine lath, The circular window
in tho west wall of the reading room was 20" in diometer and of
éimilar construction.

1t was lmpossible to tell from the preseﬁt condition of the
"basement what type of heating squipment had been used, Through inter-
_viewé with some of ‘the. older natives it seems a wood-burning heating

' s;co:ve protruded somehow from the -ba_semen‘t to the chapel proper. The
' rémainder of the basement was probably‘used for wood storage.

An early photograph of the church, page 8, shows what is

either a status niche or circular window above the entrance to the
- lodge in the north wall., However, a niche was shown on the con-

L A j_éctural clovations and the perspeotive before the copy of this
: ‘ o photograph was obtained,




Y UNITED STATES
DEPARTMANT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SJRVICE

Lincoln, Nebrasks
September 23, 1947

oo

Mr. Wendell E. Johnson, Chief
Fngineering Division

Of' fice of the District Engincer
1709 Jackson Street

Omaha 2, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Johnsont

1 was very glad indsod to have the opportunity of identifying +he
wood samples that were taken from the old Fort Randall chapel.

As onc would expect, thc mejority of ths wood was apparently de-
livered to Fort Randall by boat ond consisted almost altogether
of white pine {Pinus strobus). Only one picee, No. 19, a L x 10
truss, was of red pine (Finus resinosa). This pratty well
identifies the shipment as coming from southern Minnesota or
Wisconsine There were two ovizces of cottonwooed, I presume cut
locally with the sawmill that I understand was at the Fort.

Theso aro pieces No. 9 and No. 16, Vo, § is 2 rafter and No. 14,
sheathings I would have sxpoctsd sample No. 1, a shingle, to
have been sastern whitse cedar (Thuja occidentalis)e On tho other
hand, white pino was commonly used for shinglss in 1872, and
incidentally would be used at the prosant time wero it not for.
the high prico. '

If I can be of any further assistance to you, kindly let me know-
VYery sincersly,
/s/ Ross A, Williams

Ross Ae Williams, Chisf
Regional Forestry Divisiom-




W.P. 1
WP 2.
W, P. Z.
W. P, I
WP, 5
d4.P, 6.
WeP. 7.
WePs 8.
C.Wood 9.
Ww.F. 10,
NePe  1l.
W.P. 12.
Ww.P, 13,
W.P.e 1.
W-P. 15,

C.VWood 16,

LW'.P. 1?.
WePe 18.
RePina 19,

0ld Fort Randall Church

Gregory County, South Dokota

Wood Specimens from Chapel

Pullzy support from Chapsl Room

Horizontal trim over Chapel entrance

1 x 6 at truss

Window and door trim

Window sill

Window mullion

Window jamb

Wood over Confessional Deoorway

Rafter

Interior window easing from Reading Room

Window Stop

Cuter trim, Reading Room window, interiocr elevation
Vertical support fram spiral stairway

Shingls

Bage board from Confessional

Sheathing

Window mullion

Inner trim, reading Room window, intericr elevation

Iy x 10 truss

Chapel built in 1875 - by Voluntser. Soldier labor,
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